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A Brief History of the Center for Building Performance and 

Diagnostics

1974-5 NSF Funded first Multi-disciplinary Program  in Architecture, Engineering, and Planning 

$500k

1975 Bangladesh Refugee Camp Redevelopment (US Dept. of State Funded $50K)

1975-6 the Alcoa  Foundation grants $150k to the Advanced Building Studies Program (Otis 

Mader)

1976 First Passive/Active Solar House in an Inner-city, worldwide (Opened by Senator John 

Heinz III)

1976-80 Earthquake resistant Housing and School in Peru (US Dept. of State Funded $450k)

1978-81 First Inner-city Neighborhood-wide Energy-effective Housing Redevelopment 

(HUD&DOE )

1981-5 Total Building Performance Methodology Executive Interchange Professionals; PWC, 

Canada

1987-8 Founded First Private/Public Partnership in Building Industry; ABSIC

1991-2003 First NSF Industry/University Cooperative Research Center in Building Industry

1997 Robert L Preger Intelligent Workplace Opens, First Living/Lived-in Building Performance 

Lab
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