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Background

Å Situation in 2001

ïBPA had not built a 500-kV line since 1987

ïWestern energy crisis

ïGeneration and transmission shortages

ïIdentified transmission infrastructure program

Å Infrastructure Objectives

ïMaintaining reliable transmission service to load centers

ïRestoring or enhancing transfer capability on key paths

ïProviding margin so the system can be maintained

Å Potential Infrastructure Scope

ï20 major projects

ïUp to 600 miles of 500-kV line

ï$2 billion
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Why NonWires Solutions?

ÅBefore building a line we must consider all alternatives

ÅFind least-cost solutions

ÅBenefits of transmission deferral

ïTime value of money

ïOption value of delaying costly investments

ÅMust provide equivalent reliability to transmission

ÅPotential NonWires Solutions

ïDemand response

ïEnergy efficiency

ïDistributed generation

ïNew transmission products and services
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Decision Process

Screening

Criteria

1.

2.

3.

4.

Problem

Alternatives

Detailed Study

ÅNot a good candidate for 

Non Wires Solutions

ÅFocus on transmission fix

ÅEnvironmental     

Analysis

ÅDecision


