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was extremely pleased to be asked to provide

an article with a update on how the Internet, IT

convergence, wireless networks, globalisation and
the whole M2M thing is causing a Real Renaissance
that is Reshaping the Building Automation Industry.

A renaissance — which implies a cultural rebirth
and resurgence and revitalisation ~ is certainly what
is happening in the world of Building Automation
Connectivity. We must completely rethink how we
do everything while immersing ourselves in a new
IP/IT culture. As we move from a physical world to a
virtual world with our products and services, it is a
true renaissance that will change us and our industry
forever.

Of course, the renaissance has already begun for
the masses in their transition from a physical world
to an “anything, anywhere” virtual world powered
by powerful Web services delivered by the Pervasive
Internet. Our task is to provide all our future building
services, products, existing infrastructure and services
virtual connections so that they seamlessly mesh with
the new world renaissance.

And with burgeoning emerging markets around
the world needing fuel, and the increasing concern
for a green planet, the energy subject is also high on
the agenda. The use of technology to resolve energy
problems is here and building automation is right in
the middle of it all, holding many of the cards.
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Catalyst: The 800 Pound IT Gorllla

Cisco is the most significant IT company to come
into the building automation space. In the CCRE
(Cisco Connected Real Estate) whitepaper, it talks of
harnessing the power of Internet Protocol (IP) to turn
traditional building construction and management
paradigms on their heads.

In so doing, CCRE will bring huge financial and
operational advantages not only to the construction,
real estate and property services industries but also
to downstream constituencies such as hotel operators,
multiplexed retail outlets, and corporate tenants, and
in sectors as diverse as leisure, healthcare, education
and retail finance.

This will bring with it IT integrators, consultants and
for the first time for years, will allow top level executives
to get a new way to look at their facilities. The IT people
are coming with the next wave of convergence: BAS
along with Voice, Video & Data.

The participants gathering at the Cisco sponsored
roundtable at BuilConn Americas 2006 is an inspiring
list of the key movers for the new world of building
systems. The Cisco Connected Roundtable involves
key stakeholders in the building automation industry.
The purpose is to discuss the needs of building owners
and the issues regarding the supply of products and
services within a context of increasing adoption of IP-
centric systems in building systems.

This article appeared in the Jun/Jul 2006 issue of Industrial
Automation Asia (IAA) magazine, www.laasiaonline.com
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